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115TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION S. 1314 

To amend the Natural Gas Act to bolster fairness and transparency in 

consideration of interstate natural gas pipelines, to provide for greater 

public input opportunities, and for other purposes. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

JUNE 7, 2017 

Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr. WARNER) introduced the following bill; which 

was read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 

A BILL 
To amend the Natural Gas Act to bolster fairness and trans-

parency in consideration of interstate natural gas pipe-

lines, to provide for greater public input opportunities, 

and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Pipeline Fairness and 4

Transparency Act’’. 5

SEC. 2. EMINENT DOMAIN. 6

(a) STATEMENT OF POLICY.—It is the policy of the 7

United States to protect the rights of citizens of the 8
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United States to their private property, including by lim-1

iting the taking of private property by the Federal Govern-2

ment to situations in which the taking is for public use, 3

with just compensation, and to benefit the general public, 4

and not merely to advance the economic interests of pri-5

vate parties that would be given ownership or use of the 6

property taken. 7

(b) JUST COMPENSATION.—Section 7(h) of the Nat-8

ural Gas Act (15 U.S.C. 717f(h)) is amended— 9

(1) by striking the subsection designation and 10

all that follows through ‘‘When any holder’’ and in-11

serting the following: 12

‘‘(h) EMINENT DOMAIN.— 13

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—When any holder’’; 14

(2) in the second sentence— 15

(A) by striking ‘‘The practice’’ and insert-16

ing the following: 17

‘‘(2) PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE.— 18

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subpara-19

graph (B), the practice’’; 20

(B) by striking ‘‘is situated:’’ and inserting 21

‘‘is situated.’’; and 22

(C) by striking ‘‘Provided, That the’’ and 23

inserting the following: 24

‘‘(B) LIMITATION.—The’’; and 25
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(3) by adding at the end the following: 1

‘‘(3) JUST COMPENSATION.—In determining the 2

just compensation for property acquired by the exer-3

cise of the right of eminent domain under paragraph 4

(1), in the case of land subject to a conservation 5

easement, the court with jurisdiction over the pro-6

ceeding shall consider the lost conservation value of 7

that land.’’. 8

SEC. 3. PROCESS COORDINATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 9

REVIEW. 10

Section 15 of the Natural Gas Act (15 U.S.C. 717n) 11

is amended by adding at the end the following: 12

‘‘(g) ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW FOR INTERSTATE 13

NATURAL GAS PIPELINES.— 14

‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 15

‘‘(A) FEDERAL AUTHORIZATION.— 16

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘Federal 17

authorization’ means any authorization re-18

quired under Federal law with respect to 19

an application for a certificate of public 20

convenience and necessity under section 7. 21

‘‘(ii) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘Federal 22

authorization’ includes any permits, special 23

use authorizations, certifications, opinions, 24

or other approvals as may be required 25
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under Federal law with respect to an appli-1

cation for a certificate of public conven-2

ience and necessity under section 7. 3

‘‘(B) PROJECT.—The term ‘project’ means 4

a project for the construction or extension of fa-5

cilities for the transportation in interstate com-6

merce of natural gas that requires Federal au-7

thorization. 8

‘‘(2) PROGRAMMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 9

STATEMENTS.—In considering an application for 10

Federal authorization for a project in a State, if, 11

during the 1-year period beginning on the date on 12

which the application is filed, an application for Fed-13

eral authorization for a separate project is filed, and 14

that project is located in the same State and within 15

100 miles of the first project, the Commission shall 16

consider both projects to be 1 project for purposes 17

of complying with the National Environmental Pol-18

icy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.). 19

‘‘(3) SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 20

STATEMENTS.— 21

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Commission de-22

termines that comments submitted in response 23

to a draft environmental impact statement pre-24

pared with respect to an application for Federal 25
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authorization raise issues that exceed the initial 1

scope of the draft environmental impact state-2

ment, a supplemental environmental impact 3

statement shall be prepared for the project. 4

‘‘(B) MITIGATION PLANS.—If a draft envi-5

ronmental impact statement prepared with re-6

spect to an application for Federal authoriza-7

tion does not include information about mitiga-8

tion plans for adverse impacts that cannot rea-9

sonably be avoided, a supplemental environ-10

mental impact statement shall be prepared that 11

includes that information. 12

‘‘(4) PUBLIC MEETING REQUIREMENTS.—In 13

complying with the National Environmental Policy 14

Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) with respect 15

to an application for Federal authorization, the 16

Commission shall ensure that any public meeting 17

shall be held— 18

‘‘(A) in each county or equivalent subdivi-19

sion in which the project will be located; and 20

‘‘(B) during each period of public comment 21

preceding, if applicable, publication of— 22

‘‘(i) a draft environmental impact 23

statement; 24
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‘‘(ii) a final environmental impact 1

statement; and 2

‘‘(iii) any supplemental environmental 3

impact statement.’’. 4

SEC. 4. IMPACTS ON CRITICAL NATURAL RESOURCES. 5

Subsection (g) of section 15 of the Natural Gas Act 6

(15 U.S.C. 717n) (as added by section 3) is amended by 7

adding at the end the following: 8

‘‘(5) NATIONAL SCENIC TRAILS.— 9

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—In preparing an envi-10

ronmental impact statement with respect to an 11

application for Federal authorization for a 12

project, any evaluation of the visual impacts of 13

the project on a national scenic trail designated 14

by the National Trails System Act (16 U.S.C. 15

1241 et seq.) in the environmental impact 16

statement shall— 17

‘‘(i) consider the cumulative visual im-18

pacts of any similar proposed project— 19

‘‘(I) for which an application for 20

Federal authorization is in the pre-fil-21

ing or filing stage; and 22

‘‘(II) that impacts the same na-23

tional scenic trail within 100 miles of 24

the first project; and 25
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‘‘(ii) include visual impact simulations 1

depicting leaf-on and leaf-off views at each 2

location where major visual impacts occur, 3

as identified, authenticated, and justified 4

during the period of public comment pre-5

ceding the publication of a draft environ-6

mental impact statement by the head of 7

the Federal agency or independent agency 8

administering the land at the applicable lo-9

cation. 10

‘‘(B) NATIONAL FOREST MANAGEMENT 11

PLANS.—No amendment to a National Forest 12

management plan under the Forest and Range-13

land Renewable Resources Planning Act of 14

1974 (16 U.S.C. 1600 et seq.) shall be consid-15

ered if the result of the amendment represents 16

net degradation to the resources of a national 17

scenic trail designated by the National Trails 18

System Act (16 U.S.C. 1241 et seq.).’’. 19

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 00:20 Jun 12, 2017 Jkt 069200 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\S1314.IS S1314rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
B

P
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-06-15T00:11:19-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




